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DISCOURSE BY ELDER HEBER J. GRANT. 


THE following discourse on the Word of Wisdom was delivered by Elder 
Heber J. Grant at the General Conference of the Church, in the Taber- 
nacle, Salt Lake City, October 6, 1894. } 

My heart is full of gratitude to my Heavenly Father for the privilege 
that I have enjoyed at being present at this conference, and [ am grateful 
indeed for the teachings which have been given to us. I do pray with all 
the earnestness of my heart that every soul that has listened to the advice 
and counsel which have been given during this conference may seek to 
God for the aid and assistance of His Holy Spirit, that they may be 
enabled to carry out in their lives the words of God that have been 
delivered to us here to-day. I confess to you, my friends and fellow- 
laborers in the cause of God, that I have been humiliated beyond expres- 
sion to go to one of the Stakes of Zion, to stand up and preach to the 
people and call upon them to obey the Word of Wisdom, and then to sit 
down to the table of a President of a Stake, after having preached with 
all the zeal, energy, and power that I possessed, calling upon the people 
to keep the commandments of God, and to have his wife ask me if I would 
like a cup of tea or a cup of coffee. I have felt in my heart that it was 
an insult, considering the words that I had spoken, and I have felt 
humiliated to think that I had not sufficient power, and enough of the 
Spirit of God to enable me to utter words that would penetrate the heart 
of a President of a Stake, that he at least would be willing to carry out 
the advice which I had given. I remember going to a Stake of Zion but 
a short time ago and preaching with all the energy I possessed and with 
all the Spirit that God would give me upon the necessity of refraining 
from the drinking of tea and coffee, and I heard also at that conference a 


98 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


very eloquent appeal to the Latter-day Saints by a man who, I understood, 
was a president of a quorum of Seventy. But when we came to take our 
meal, he jokingly said that he could not do without his tea and coffee, and 
he proposed to have it and suffer the consequences. I remember going 
to another Stake of Zion and preaching to the people on the necessity of 
refraining from tea and coffee and giving some figures upon the wasting 
of the people’s means; and the president of the Stake remarked, after I 
got through, that he thought the Lord would forgiv> them if they did 
drink their coffee, because the water in that Stake of Zion was very bad. 
I did not say anything, but I thought a good deal, and I had to pray to 
the Lord and to bite my tongue to keep from getting up and doing some- 
thing that I never have done in my life, and that is, to pick out a man 
and thrash him from the public stand. I felt that God owed mea blessing 
for not publicly reproving that man, because | wanted to do it so badly. | 

Now, I had made up my mind before I came to this conference that I 
would not open my mouth upon the Word of Wisdom. I have become so 
discouraged, so disheartened, so humiliated in my feelings, after preaching 
year after year both by precept and example, to realize that there are 
Bishops, Bishops’ Counselors, Presidents of Stakes, and Patriarchs among 
the Church of God whose hearts I have not been able to touch, that I had 
about made up my mind that I would never again say Word of Wisdom 
to the Latter-day Saints. I felt that it was like pouring water on a duck’s 
back. It had seemed to me asif I could not get sufficient of the Spirit 
of God to penetrate the hearts of the Latter-day Saints. But after listen- 
ing to the remarks that have been made here, I feel to rejoice and thank 
God for what has been said; and I feel that my labors among the people 
are approved of God, whether they listen to what I say or not. We seem 
to get into ruts as a people, and we justify ourselves in doing that which 
is not pleasing in the sight of God. A man who does not pay his tithing 
makes excuses for not doing it. A man who does not keep the Word of 
Wisdom makes excuses for not doing that. I want to say that there is 
not @ manor a woman among all the Latter-day Saints but who could 
keep the Word of Wisdom if they got down on their knees, as Brother 
Teasdale has advised, and pray to God for help. The Lord has said that 
these words of wisdom are adapted to the weakest of the weak among the 
Latter-day Saints, and I have not only felt but said within the last week 
or two, to the Presidency of the Church, that I was on hand to make the 
motion to call upon certain individuals holding high and responsible 
positions in this Church to resign their offices or keep the commandments 
of God. I endorse with al] my heart a remark made here yesterday by 
President Joseph F. Smith that if a man is standing in the doorway that 
leads to life eternal and by his pernicious habits he is blocking up that 
doorway and crowding others out, let him stand aside or let him reform 
his life. 

Now, I want to make al] mistakes on the side of mercy; but once in a 
great while I want to see justice get just a little bit of a chance among 
the people. If aman thinks more of a cup of tea or coffee, or a cigarette, 
or a chew of tobacco, than he does of his Priesthood, let him resign his 
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Priesthood. That is the way that I have been feeling lately. I want to 
say that if I hold the Apostleship with the spirit of an Apostle, I feel as 
though I am almost justified, if after preaching to the people a president 
of a Stake gets up and casts doubt upon what I have said, in saying some- 
thing from the stand against that man, whether he likes it or not. I am 
naturally earnest in my makeup, and I realize that | make greater mis- 
takes than drinking a cup of tea or coffee; but I do try for the Spirit of 
the Lord, to know these mistakes and to endeavor to overcome them; and 
I want my brethren who preside over me in the Presidency and in the 
Apostleship to tell me of my mistakes. I also pray God to help me to 
overcome them. Those of us who know our mistakes and our errors, if 
we will seek for the light and the inspiration of the Spirit of God to over- 
come them, we can do so. 

We hear a great deal about hard times. The Latter-day Saints last year 
expended in breaking a commandment of God by disobeying the Word 
of Wisdom, over a million dollars. In other words, the Latter-day Saints 
expended more cash in breaking a commandment of God than they paid 
tithing. I have faith in the integrity and honesty and in the testimony - 
existing in the hearts of the Latter-day Saints. I know that the Latter- 
day Saints desire the onward advancement of God’s kingdom. I know 
that the mistakes they make as a rule are mistakes of the head and not 
of the heart. But when we stop to reflect; that a great deal more is 
expended by the people in breaking a commandment of God than they 
pay in tithing, do you not think that some of the mistakes of the head 
ought to be remedied? Ido. The average price paid to-day for wheat in 
this Territory is about forty cents, and yet I am told that there ;comes 
into Utah Territory every year over one hundred thousand pounds of® 
one brand of smoking tobacco, called the Duke of Durham, and as I 
understand it retails at eighty cents a pound, it takes one hundred and 
sixty thousand bushels of wheat to pay for that one brand of smoking 
tobacco! And we have had preached to us for the past fifty or sixty years 
that tobacco is only fit for sick cattle! The agent of this tobacco gives us 
the proud distinction, if you consider it so, that Utah Territory leads 
every other State and Territory west of the Mississippi River, in propor- 
tion to its population, in buying Duke of Durham smoking tobacco. Do 
you know that it is humiliating to me to realize that a man can make such 
a statement? There must be more or less truth in it, or I do not think he 
would say it. We raise in this Territory some four or five millions of 
bushels of wheat a year, and at forty cents a bushel it would take 2,500,000 
bushels of that wheat to pay for all we consume in breaking the Word of 
Wisdom. A pound of coffee amounts to thirty cents and a bushel of 
wheat only amounts to forty cents, and there are sixty pounds in it. I 
went out to Wasatch Stake not long ago, and took dinner with Brother 
Hatch, the President of the Stake. He gave me a cup of coffee, and it 
was very good indeed, and it only cost three-fourths of a cent a pound, 
because it was made of wheat. Il am acknowledged to be a crank on home 
productions and home manufactures, and when I get first-class coffee for 
three-fourths of a cent a pound, I ought not to be such a fool as to pay 
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thirty cents for it. If a man pays one cent a pound for wheat and makes 
coffee of it, he is making twenty-nine cents profit by not drinking the 
other article. Brother Hatch told me that by browning it well and 
steeping it a long while it was not necessary to grind it up, and that it 
made first class chicken feed after you had had it for coffee. Then, if it 
is worth one-third the original price for chicken feed, that would make 
the coffee only half a cent a pound, and the actual profit made by drinking 
home-made coffee would be 6000 per cent. Now, if we could only make 
6000 per cent in investing in some business, how soon we would all get 
wealthy. And every one of you coffee-drinkers can make 6000 per cent 
on your coffee if you do not on your other investments—that is, Brother 
Cannon says, if you keep chickens. (Laughter.) 

I will not say anything about the greater blessings that you will receive 
by keeping the commandments of God; that when you have any sick you 
are entitled to call down the healing influences of the Spirit of God into 
your homes; that you are to have health aud strength and power given 
unto you, and hidden treasures of knowledge. All these things you will 
find recorded in the Word of God revealed to us and known as the Word 
of Wisdom. But I have been requested by President Smith to give a few 
figures, and that is why I am talking on this side of the question. We have 
it given as a fact that in the business that is transacted only five per cent 
of it is actually in money; the balance is in exchange of values. Money 
represents to the business world what the blood represents to the body of 
man. The heart takes that blood every few hours and it goes through the 
body over and over again. Tons and tons are pumped by the little heart 
within us in a day or two. Yet itis the same blood going over and over 
again. It is the same with money. It goes over and over again 
Brother Brigham Young stated to us here yesterday that twenty years 
ago the Prophet of God laid it down to this people that the Word of 
Wisdom was no longer given merely by the way of constraint, but that it 
was from that time a commandment of God that we keep it. Now, if we 
have expended from half a million toa million dollars a year for twenty 
years in breaking this commandment, the total amount would be at least 
fifteen millions of dollars of money during that time, and with compound 
interest semi-annually at 10 per cent for the term of twenty years it would 
amount in round numbers from thirty-five to forty millions of dollars, or 
enough to build Salt Lake City. As I have said, it takes two and a half 
million bushels of wheat, at the present price, to pay for breaking the 
Word of Wisdom. Where are there any Latter-day Saints who would 
contribute a bushel of wheat to have a match set toit? Where are there 
any Latter-day Saints who would gather together 2,500,000 bushels of 
wheat and burn it up? Yet I say that it would not be half the crime in 
the sight of God to burn that quantity of wheat as it is to spend its 
equivalent in breaking a commandment of the Almighty God. I am 
informed that there is in the neighborhood of $250,000 worth of tobacco 
consumed in this Territory by the Latter-day Saints alone. Figuring on 
the basis of $5 of actual circulation of money to every $100 of business 
that is done, if we could save in this Territory a million dollars a year of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 101 


hard cash that goes out for these articles, that amount of money, 
circulating around during the year, would cancel twenty million dollars 
of the bondage of indebtedness which to-day rests upon the people. [I 
remember hearing Brother George L. Furrell in the Assembly Hall six 
months ago make a statement with reference to home made goods, and I 
have quoted it at every conference I have been at since, and I expect to 
go on quoting it. He stated that he bought some home made shoes, and 
he met at the depot the man he owed for making these shoes. He went 
up to him and gave the $5. This man turned around, saw another person 
that he owed, and handed him the $5. He saw another and gave it to 
him; and he saw another and gave it to him; and he saw another and 
gave it to him; and the fourth man walked up to Brother Farrell and 
said, “Brother Farrell, I owe you $6; here is $5 of it, I will give you the 
other dollar the next time we meet.” The $5 cancelled, in about the same 
length of time it takes to tell it, $25 of debts. And debt is bondage; 
therefore, it lifted $25 of bondage from the shoulders of these people. 
Now, if this $5 cancelled $25 in ten minutes, to make a mathematical 
calculation, how much will it cancel in the remaining 364 days and twenty- 
three hours and fifty minutes of the year? Figuring on what a million 
dollars would do for the Latter-day Saints if they were to obey the Word 
of Wisdom, I say to you that it would make the Latter-day Saints, in 
twenty years from to-day, the wealthiest rural and laboring people in these 
United States, in proportion to their population, if they would save this 
money that is now worse than burned up. In speaking in this way I do 
not wish to rail at anybody, because I want to say that some of the 
sweetest spirited men whom I have ever known, and men as true to the 
Gospel as I ever could be, have disobeyed the Word of Wisdom. But I 
endorse with al] my heart and in all humility President Smith’s remark 
that if any are standing in the door of salvation and their example is 
injuring other people, let them step aside. 

I want to make a few remarks on another subject. A statue of 
President Young and the Pioneers has been executed and a great many 
thousands of dollars are due on it. It has been decided by the Presidency 
of the Church to call upon the Latter-day Saints to pay something 
towards that statue, and I hope that every man, womanand child will 
pay from five cents up, so that every one of us can say, when the 
monument is erected on the corner of this block, “I contributed something 
toward erecting that.” I take pleasure in being able to say when I enter 
the Temple at Logan that [ gave some means towards erecting that 
monument to the name of God. When I went to the St. George Temple 
to be married I felt: to thank God that I did something towards erecting 
that house, where I was to receive that great blessing from God—a wife. 
I feel to thank God that I did something towards erecting the Manti 
Temple and the Salt Lake Temple. And there is not a child but who will 
rejoice in after years, in seeing the statue of the Prophet of God upon this 
block, to know that he cast in his mite towards erecting it. President 
Cannon told us last night that the senator from Wyoming recently stated 
at a public gathering in Denver that President Young was one of the 
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greatest men America had ever produced. He was to us the Prophet of 
God, the mouthpeice of God. In this Tabernacle, in the Temples, in 
Z. C. M. I. store, and in the theater, we see the monuments of his great- 
ness. In the settlements, from the north to the south, we find the labors 
that he did for us. Many an Elder in Israel to-day owns 160 acres of 
beautiful Jand that he owes to the foresight, inspiration and determination 
of President Young. Why? Because they themselves lacked faith to 
settle the very places they now occupy. I understand that in al] the 
beautiful valley of Cache the finest agricultural spot is the town of 
Lewiston. I am told that when the Bishop was sent there, under the 
direction and inspiration of the Spirit of God to Brigham Young, he felt — 
as though he was called upon to sacrifice almost everything and to live in 
poverty all the days of his life, and he wanted to go back to Richmond, 
have his twenty acres of land, and live and die there. Yet I do not think 
to-day that that man would give twenty acres of land in Lewiston for 
about forty acres in Richmond. It was the carrying out of the inspiration 
of God that located Lewiston, and scores of other places in this Territory. 
I feel in my heart a debt of gratitude for the material wealth that Brigham 
Young has given to this people, and I want to be one of those who shall 
erect that statue to his memory. I have had influential men from the 
east and the west say to me times without number, “Why, Mr. Grant, I 
am supprised in traveling around this beautiful city and seeing the 
evidences of the ability and statesmanship of Brigham Young, to find 
no monument to his name.” He has monuments that he left to his own 
name, as in the case of this Tabernacle; but we have erected no 
monument to show our appreciation of his life and labors for us. Let us 
all do something, and have our children do something, and the burden 
will be very light. I have contributed my mite, and I want to make 
another contribution, and I propose that every one of my children shall 
save their nickles and dimes until they get a dollar, and let them 
remember by the sacrifice they made in saving these nickles that they did 
something to erect the statue to our beloved prophet. May God bless you 
is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A ton of good coal yields about 8,000 cubic feet of purified gas. 
The percentage of illiteracy in the United States was reduced from 17 in 1880 to 13°3 
1890, 


Cups are now being made with small thermometers, which tell the degree of tempera- 
ture of the coffee or cocoa they hold. 


The bones of all flying birds are hollow and fiilled with air, thus combining the greatest 
strength with the greatest possible lightness. 

The salt in the ocean prevents the decay of organic matter, and makes it possible for 
fish to live in the water, and people to live near the sea. 

It is a curious fact that loose snow lying on the ground prevents frost from penetrating 
the earth, and is therefore a protection to the roots and plants. A layer of snow offers 
about four times as much resistance to the cold as a sheet of ice of the same thickness. 


1 

| 

| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I} 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 103 


Dews are less abundant on islands than on ships in mid-ocean. Seamen nearing land 
can tell that fact by reason of the deposits of dew on the vessel. 


Though whale-fishing has dwindled away greatly in recent years, the demand for whale- 
bone increases, until the supply falls greatly short of the demand. 


Vessels crossing the Atlantic Ocean during the first week in February report that the 
weather was extremely severe. The Majestic was thirty hours behind schedule time in 
reaching Liverpool, and the Cephalonia was so much retarded that she ran out of coal, 
and had to obtain a supply at Queenstown before coming further. 


At a recent meeting of the Royal Botanic Society of London, there were exhibited some 
‘jumping beans” from Mexico. They are described as being about the size of large 
cherry-stones, triangular in form, with two flat sides, and one which is convex. Their 
curious movement is due to the presence within them of the larve of a peculiar moth, 
Carposapea saltitans, the movement being evident when the beans are laid on any flat 
surface. There is no visible opening in the shell of the seed-vessel, so that it is supposed 
that the moth has orginally laid its egg inside the young fruit. 

A German paper calls attention to the value of the lime-seed as yielding an oil of 
remarkably fine quality, which is distinguished by several good properties. The fine 
sweet oil yielded by the lime-seed was known a century ago, but its virtues seem to have 
been forgotten. The blossom of the lime-tree is most abundant, and in the autumn the 
seeds could be collected in enormous quantities. They possess fifty-eight per cent. of an 
oil which is beautifully clear, of fine color, which is tasteless, never becomes rancid, and 
may be fairly compared to the best olive oil. It does not dry, and will not freeze at any 
known temperature. It appears, therefore, that lime-seed oil should prove useful for 
food, as well as for industrial purposes. 

Electricity and bacteriology are the two youngest sciences. They are destined to pro- 
mote human health and wealth to a far greater extent than has been dreamed by those 
not familiar with the rapid progress which has been made recently in those sciences. 
Bacteria, microbes, and bacilli are the causes of chemical changes upon which our exist- 
ence depends; they cause health and they also cause disease and death. The influence of 
electricity upon the vital forces of plants and of animals is not well understood. Its 
effect upon chemical changes and transformations is only partly comprehended. An 
electrical current destroys, disintegrates, and decomposes. It also builds up, develops, 
and perfects chemical combinations. A green leaf {separated from a plant decomposes 
carbonic acid. Sugar forms in the stem of the cane from material furnished by roots and 
leaves. The development of electrical science has been so rapid that electricians have 
not had time to become old. It has been recently discovered that caustic soda is cheaply 
produced by passing an electric current through a solution of salt. Chloride of sodium—- 
that is, common salt— is a strong combination, but as sodium has also a strong affinity 
for the oxygen contained in water, and as chlorine has also a strong affinity for the 
hydrogen of water, the oxide of soda is easily formed by passing an electric current 
through a solution of salt, forming muriatic acid and caustic soda instead of salt and 
water. As the fibre of cane is a valuable paper-making material, and as caustic soda is 
largely used in cleansing the fibre, it seems that this application of the electric current 
may be useful to the sugar industry, to the salt industry, and to the paper industry; for 
as salt is one of the cheapest commodities, and as the fibre of cane is practically almost 
a waste product, and as sugar houses have dynamos for generating current, the caustic 
soda which is required in reducing cane fibre to paper pulp may be produced upon the 
plantation. Another application of the electric current in sugar manufacture may be 
found in clarifying cane juice or syrup. It has been found that a current of electricity at 
high pressure or voltage inverts sugar, but that at a pressure or voltage which is sufficient 
to decompose water, the electric current does not invert sugar. Water in the juice is 
decomposed, oxygen and hydrogen being set free to act upon the impurities in the juice. 
It is said that fifteen European beet sugar factories will adopt electrical clarification next 


season. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1895. 


ARE WE CONTENTED LABORERS? 


THe twentieth chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel contains a parable given 
by the Savior which illustrates the position of mankind and shows what 
is required of them to obtain the reward of the faithful. A householder 
went out to hire laborers to work in his vineyard, and found some who 
agreed to work fora penny aday. After this he went again at the third 
hour, the sixth, the ninth, and the eleventh, telling the men each time 
that they should receive whatever was right. When the day was over, all 
the laborers were paid the same amount, those who came at the eleventh 
hour receiving a penny, and those who were hired early in the morning 
getting no more than that. These latter thought this was unjust to 
them, forgetting that the lord of the vineyard had a right to make any 
contract which he thought proper. They would have been satisfied with 
the penny given them had no one else come into the vineyard afterwards. 
The results to those who came in last, or the amount paid to them, did 
not change the agreement made with the early laborers, but al] obtained 
that which had been promised to them. Had those who came in at the 
eleventh hour been with the ones seen first, and refused to work, then 
they could not have claimed the penny, neither would it have been con- 
sistent for the householder to pay them all alike; but they went as soon 
as the opportunity was offered them, and if he gave them a full day’s pay, 
he wronged no one by so doing. 

Those who have been working for their Master, laboring and toiling for 
years with the hope of salvation as their reward, will obtain the salvation 
which they merit; others who have not known until towards the end of 
their lives the requirements made by Him will be judged according to 
their faithfulness since entering the Lord’s service. If salvation is given 
to both classes, it is through Him who has it to give. 

There are other classes of laborers which are not represented in this 
parable; they are referred to in the parable of the sower. These are they 
who begin work at some hour in the day, and after laboring for a time 
become weary and leave their employment; they have no promise of a 
reward. It is possible that they may try to claim something for the 
short time that they spent in the vineyard of the Lord; there is no doubt 
that He will render them justice tempered by mercy, but they can not 
consistently expect that which demanded all their life’s work, if they 
fall asleep by the way, or neglect their work while the day lasts. 

The Lord has offered His children the privilege of laboring in His 
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vineyard. The majority of people think that the terms offered them for 
laboring are not good enough; the work is not agreeable to their nature. 
Employment of this kind would compel them to forsake their lives of ease 
and pleasure, demand them to take up the implements of salvation and 
use them in cultivating the tender plants of the vineyard. They must 
endeavor to induce others to assist in the labor. Their faithLin the 
Lord's promise is weak, hence they have entirely rejected His offer and 
refused to labor; these are doomed to disappointment when al] men shal] 
receive their reward for the deeds done in the flesh. Some have accepted 
the service cheerfully and continued until the close of their lives faithfully 
performing the work assigned them; others are still laboring zealously in 
the vineyard; these will find the Lord’s promises sure and His reward 
beyond the conception of man. 

To which of these classes do we belong? Shall we be among those who 
murmur at the arrangement which God has made for the salvation of all 
His children, or will we thankfully receive that which He is pleased to 
give us? Those who know the Lord will acknowledge His goodness in 
making it possible for them to labor as His servants, they are fully assured 
that they will receive all that their faithfulness merits, and realize that 
the inconveniences which they undergo will result in their own benefit. 
They are determined to remain in the Master’s employ, understanding that 
only they who endure to the end are the ones that will be saved. B. 


MANCHESTER CONFEREN CE. 


— 


Tue Manchester Conference convened at the Co-operative Hal], Broughton 
Road, Pendleton, on Sunday, February 3, 1895. There were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Alfred L. Booth 
and Victor P. Wells of the Liverpool Office; J. W. Chambers, President of 
the Newcastle Conference; Ira Bennion, J. W. McPherson and S. W. Ross, 
Traveling Elders in the Liverpool Conference; Robert Aveson, President 
of, and Joseph Ogden, Miles A. Romney, Isaac Langton, John W. MacDuff, 
Albert Arrowsmith, John W. Crook, William A. Taylor, William J. Lee, 
Joseph Nelson, William Jones and George C. Rigby, Traveling Elders in, 
the Manchester Conference. 

During the day three excellent meetings were held, the morning being 
chiefly occupied by the Elders in reporting the condition of the various 
branches. The afternoon and evening meetings were exceedingly well 
attended by Saints and a large number of strangers, who listened very 
attentively to the remarks of President Lund and the Elders who were 
privileged‘to speak. 

In the afternoon the general and local authorities of the Church were 
presented and unanimously sustained. 

The report of the statistics, and labor performed by the Elders for the 
six months ending January 31, was read as follows: Seventies 12; Elders 
21; Priests 11; Teachers 4; Deacons 3; members 224; total officers and 
members 275. Tracts distributed 19,086; houses visited 6,280; books 
distributed 165; Gospel conversations 1317; open-air meetings 2; in-door 
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meetings 409; Sunday Schools 69. Baptisms 17; confirmations 17; 
emigrated over eight years of age 6; emigrated under eight years of age 1; 
members received 2; died 2; children blessed 7; ordinations 4. 

President Lund proved from Scripture and reason the necessity of con- 
stant revelation. We were greatly blessed by the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, and the Saints felt to say: Truly God has been with us. 

Between the afternoon and evening meetings, the Elders met in the 
capacity of a priesthood meeting, and received some valuable counsel from 
President Lund. 

The sisters deserve praise for their kindness in providing dinner and 
“tea” which were served in one of the rooms of the building. 

Joun W. MacDvurr, Clerk of Conference. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


, MANTI, SANPETE Co., UTAH, JANUARY 19, 1895. 
Presipent A. H. Lunp, 

DEAR BROTHER: 

I po not know how often the brethren have been writing to you from 
this side of the water; I know, however, you have faithful correspondence 
from your own family, and lest perchance you have not heard from your 
Temple friends so frequently as you might wish, I thought I would send 
you a few lines by way of reminder that you are not forgotten by your 
former associates in the sacred work performed in the Manti Temple. I 
have perused with pleasurable interest the success attending our Elders 
in the Missionary Field, as narrated in the MILLENNIAL STAR, and was 
much gratified with your happy experiences on your continental tour, as 
also your exposition of doctrinal points, and as I review in my mind’s eye, 
the unceasing care and responsibility devolving upon you, in the direction 
of the labors of your fellow-servants, and maintaining the cause of God 
in its diversified interests, amid the centres of the so-called Christian 
world, I marvel at the wondrous results brought to pass through the 
instrumentality of the servants of God sent as missionaries, since the 
Gospel standard was planted on Europe’s shores, and am greatly impressed 
with the absolute verification of God’s promises to His servant the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, concerning the manifestation of His overruling power, in 
behalf of all who should seek to establish the work of the Lord among the 
children of men. Be assured we do not cease to pray for you in holy places 
and invoke the blessings of the Highest upon all your efforts to promote 
the cause of truth. 

You will be pleased to learn that our Temple work has upon the 
whole been fully equal in amount in 1894 to the preceding year and 
that we are having very fair companies attending since the commence- 
ment of 1895. Peace, good peace, is the ruling element that pervades 
the Temple of the Lord and His blessings and favors are abund- 
antly manifest to the comfort and joy of all who have the privilege of 
entering its sacred portals. During the last eighteen years there have been 
a total of 773,340 Baptisms and 365,837 Endowments administered for the 
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living and the dead, in the four Temples at St. George, Logan, Manti, and 
Salt Lake, commencing at St. George, January 8, 1875, thus the work of 
human redemption is being amplified and will undoubtedly constantly 
increase in proportion, so that eventually the glorious predictions of the 
ancient prophets concerning the latter times will be fulfilled. Brother 
John L. Bench will send you the details of the work performed included 
in the totals I have given you. 

Our mutual friend Brother Soren Christopher Hansen, who has honor- 
ably filled three missions, has passed peacefully away, and on the closing 
day of the past year his remains were deposited in the silent tomb by 
loving hands. 

It is very interesting to read of the extraordinary progress that the 
Japanese have made, in so brief a period, in the civilization of the age, 
and it is no less surprising, the skill they have manifested in the conduct 
of their war with China; if they conclude a peace with equal diplomatic 
ability, they will certainly have made a remarkable record. Their’s is the 
oldest Dynasty in the world, while China claims to be the oldest nation 
and having the largest population, it is very singular that these two 
nations, thus conspicuous and now pitted against each other, have greater 
regards (in their observances) to the Fifth Commandment, than any of 
the so-called Christian nations—the Scriptures may well declare that the 
heathen shall yet rise up in judgment against those who have had the 
greater light and that they shall yet be saved and come forth in the first 
resurrection. 

In last evening’s paper, I read that it is contemplated, that the close of 
the 19th and the dawn of the 20th century shall be celebrated by the 
ringing of the Peace and Liberty Bell in Judea, on the spot where the 
shepherds received the message “Glory to God in the Highest.” The 
corner stone of the Great Temple to be erected in the Holy Land to be 
laid at the same time. That electric communication shall be had with 
every congregation in Christendom, that Peace on Earth may be flashed all 
over the world at the same moment. Thus are many agencies at work to 
bring to pass wonderful changes in the near future. 

President McAllister and all of the brethren and sisters (including 
Sister Maiben) desire to be very kindly remembered to you, and join with 
me in wishing you a Happy New Year and many of them, and that you 
may conclude your labor in your European Mission with abundant success 
and return to your Mountain Home with joy and rejoicing in the due time 
of the Lord. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 
JoHN B. Maren. 


A MIRACULOUS CASE OF HEALING. 


By request of the parents of Brother H. Argyle, I desire to relate the 
circumstances connected with an accident he met with and the remarkable 
manner in which he recovered from its effects. 


On the 24th day of May, 1890, young Brother Argyle was hauling a 
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heavy load of hay from Bountiful to Salt Lake City. He had proceded as 
far as the Folsom residence, a short distance north of the warm springs, 
when the horses became frightened and started to run away. In his 
efforts to hold the horses the driver was pulled down on the double-trees, 
where he hung by his clothing. In this condition he was dragged a 
distance of about fifty yards, when his clothing gave way and he fell 
under the wagon, both wheels of which passed over his body, breaking all 
his ribs, and seriously injuring his spine and arms. 

He was found in this bruised and bleeding condition by Brother John 
Moss, Jr., of South Bountiful, who happened to be near when the accident 
occurred, and who carefully picked him up and placed him in his carriage, 
intending to take him to the Deseret Hospital], yet not knowing at the 
time whether he would live to reach there. On arriving at the hospital, 
Elder William White and other brethren of the Seventeenth Ward were 
sent for, who when they came administered to him and promised him life 
and health. Dr. Pratt then telephoned to his parents, Brother Joseph 
Argyle, Jr., and wife Ellen, who live at West Bountiful, and they came 
immediately. 

After their arrival the physicians in attendance consulted upon the 
case, and declared all of the ribs were broken; they invited the father and 
mother to examine for themselves, showing them and tracing with their 
fingers the broken bones. The parents were afterwards informed that 
their son could not possibly live to exceed twenty-four hours. Alarmed at 
this, the parents sent for Brother White and others to administer to him 
again, which they did. Elder White then suggested to the parents to 
write to the St. George Temple, and also to the Logan Temple, and have 
him prayed for in these sacred places. In the meantime Sister Argyle 
was working, praying and exercising al] the faith she had in her son’s 
behalf. She declared she could not and would not give him up, if it was 
the will of the Lord for him to live. Through al] these trying hours she 
was assisted by her husband, and the stewart and many of the nurses of 
the house, also many friends from Bountiful and other places. 

Twenty-four hours after their first call the visiting doctors returned and 
made another examination, and said he could not live, as hé was spitting 
up portions of his liver and bleeding internally. They sent sgain for the 
brethren to administer to their son. Brother White and five other Elders 
came. Brother White being mouth in prayer, commanded, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the bones to move into place and reunite, and 
his body to be made whole. The following day about eleven o'clock, to 
the suprise of all, he arose to sitting position, and then turning upon his 
right side and leaning upon his right hand and elbow, he smiled and 
remarked that he had no pain. He further stated that at the time he was 
administered to he felt the bones raise and come together, and knew that 
he was made whole that instant. 

A few days later the doctors made a third visit and iuquired if we had 
buried the young man. They were informed that he was still alive, and 
that he was sitting before them in full dress and in good health, except 
being a little weak. He had that day walked one block to visit Brother 
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White, attended by the stewart and leaning on his arm. The doctors were 
very much suprised, and could not account for his sudden recovery, and 
remarked that he could not have been so badly hurt as they had thought 
upon their former examinations. Those who were present knew that it 
was the power of God that had raised the young man up.—Isaac RKoGERs, 
n Juvenile Iustructor. 


CHURCH CANDLES AND LAMPS. 


RITUALIsTs, whether their headquarters are at Rome, at Oxford, or at 
Constantinople, make much ado about lamps and candles. Lights of one 
sort or other are burned, with no regard to the difference between day 
and night; and the burning of them is exalted into an act of worship. 
They are supposed at once to honor God or the saints, and form a part of 
Christian symbolism. In Romish churches we find candles on the altars 
lighted or unlighted, and the lamps perpetually burning before the 
eucharist. Lamps or candles are kindled before shrines, and tombs, and 
images. We have candles at baptisms, candles at the Lord’s supper, 
candles at marriages, and candles at funerals. Candles are lighted at the 
reading of the gospel in public service, candles are carried in procession 
on high days and before relics, candles are blessed at Easter, and candles 
figure at Christmas. One of the old church festivals is called Candlemas; 
and indeed candles and lamps are among the most conspicuous objects at 
all times, and in all places of worship. Thousands and myriads of candles 
are purchased and lighted by rich and poor as an act of devotion, day by 
day and year by year, in Romish churches. 

This multiplication of lamps and candles must have originated some- 
how, and the question is how and when? If we consult popish authors, 
we find them professing to give a very particular account of the matter. 
They tell us that lamps or candles were used in the old Jewish 
worship, and we do not deny it; but we cannot see how the rites of 
Judaism are binding upon Christians. They say that many lights were 
burning when Paul preached at Troas, and that this proves the apostolical 
custom of having lights at Divine service. This is true; but since Paul 
preached till midnight, it is evident that the lights were useful and 
necessary. They tell us that oil for the altar light is mentioned in the 
canons of the apostles, and that this proves them of apostolic origin. This 
is true in part; but since the canons in question are a forgery, later than 
the apostles by some centuries, their authority is worthless. They tel] us 
that lights were used by the Christians in the catacombs, and we can well 
believe that there they were a necessity. And even if they had been 
burned in the catacombs for other purposes than to light the worshipers, 
the monuments of the catacombs do not all belong to the primitive church, 
but extend over many centuries. They tell us that Jamps and candles are 
mentioned by several early Christian writers, which is also true; but those 
writers do not say the lamps and candles were burned in broad daylight. 


As a simple fact, th.s custom is named by no Greek or Latin Christian 
author till Jerome, about a.D. 400, and he only speaks of it as found in 
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some places in the East. This is the first genuine testimony in favor of 
the practice, and it is quite certain that the use did not become common 
tilla long time after. Little by little candles and lamps came to be applied 
to the host of superstitious uses to which we have alluded. 

When the burning of lamps and candles took the form of a religious 
ceremony, neither pains nor expense were spared to make them as gorge- 
ous and splendid as possible. Outward form and show had taken the 
place of the simplicity of primitive worship, power and wealth had suc- 
ceeded to weakness and poverty, the spirituality of religion was forgotten, 
and material symbols and contrivances made the church more like the 
Jewish synagogue and the pagan temple. Costly golden and jewelled 
candelabra and large painted candles glittered at noonday, dazzling and 
pleasing the deluded multitude. Even in the fifth century Paulinus of 
Nola thus wrote :— 

**The altars bright with crowded lamps are crowned, 
The scented waxen tapers yield perfume; 
By night and day they shine. Thus night is lit 
Witb daylight splendor; and the day, illumed 
With a celestial glory, brighter shines 
Its light redoubled by the countless lamps.” 

During the period when lights were used for the necessities of services 
after dark, it was considered a duty on the part of Christians to give the 
oil and candles. When lights were multiplied, and doctrine grew more 
corrupt, it came to be thought a merit as well asa duty to make such 
offerings. When lights were believed to please and honor God and 
the saints, the supply and the demand alike became greater than ever, 
and so it has continued to this day. 

It is not our intention to explain the fanciful meanings of particular 
customs, but at the present time it may be useful to mention a few. 

The lights at the mass are said to be symbols of faith and joy, of the 
glory of the gospel, and of Christian vigilance. They are symbols of God, 
the Father of lights,—of Christ, the Light of the world,—and of the Holy 
Spirit, the Enlightener of the soul. 

Lights at baptism are said to be symbols of the illumination which the 
baptized person receives, and of his duty to let his light shine before men. 

Lights at funerals signified that the dead were champions and conquerors 
who were borne in triumph to their graves. Thus Dr. Rock says: “Lamps 
and torches were lighted in the day to signify Christian joy, and to exhibit 
respect and honor to the departed, as to a victorious combatant who had 
vanquished this world here below, and was now proceeding to take posses- 
sion of a brighter and better world above.” The writer quite forgets the 
purgatory to which the dead are consigned by the creed of his church. 

The paschal or Easter candle is a gigantic affair, and undergoes the 
ceremony of a solemn blessing. It is regarded as an emblem of Christ. 
Before it is lighted, it is a symbol of his death and rest in the tomb. Its 
lighting is a symbol of the resurrection. Five grains of incense are in- 
serted into it before it is blessed, to typify the sweet spices with which 
our Lord was buried. Five incisions in the form of a cross receive the 
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grains of incense, and represent the five wounds of Christ. Other 
mysteries are mentioned in connection with this candle; but we have 
given a sufficient specimen. 

A threefold candle is burned on Easter eve, and is a symbol of the 
Trinity, or of the light and glory of God in Christ. 

The wax tapers at Candlemas, or the Purification, are solemnly blessed, 
and carried in procession. They are symbols of Christ, the “Light to 
lighten the Gentiles,” and also of the light of good works. The pope 
blesses the candles at Rome, and gives one to each of the crowd of devotees 
that come to kneel before him, from the cardinal to the meanest official. 
The candles are afterwards lighted, but soon extinguished again, and pre- 
served as precious and holy relics. The missal contains a regular form 
for blessing candles. Christ is prayed to give them his heavenly blessing, 
and they are crossed and sprinkled with holy water. Prayer is offered 
that wherever they may be lighted or set the princes of darkness may 
depart, and tremble and flee for fear, and presume no more to disturb or 
molest the servants of God. This absurd and unchristian practice is 
recognised by the highest authority, and is universally followed. 

Surely we need say no more to demonstrate that, wherever idle and 
superstitious ceremonies creep in, no ingenious mystical explanations can 
prevent dishonor to Christ, and His holy religion, and delusion and mis- 
chief to the souls of men. The religion of ritualism and symbolism is 
always most rife when spiritual religion is ata lowebb. Itis nowas in the 
days of good Bishop Latimer, who, in his famous “Sermon of the Plough,” 
describing the devil as the most diligent bishop in al) England, says: “He 
is ready to devise as many ways as he can to deface and obscure God’s 
glory. When the devil is resident and hath his plough going, then away 
with books and up with candles, away with Bibles and up with beads, 
away with the light of the gospel and up with the light of candles, yea at 
noonday.”—Sunday at Home. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The famous Tabernacle Choir has been reorganized. Prof. Evan Stephens is still 
conductor. 

The Utah Press Association held a successful annual re-union in Salt Lake City, on 
January 21. ; 

The Enterprise Reservoir and Canal company of Southern Utah is engaged in con- 
structing a mammoth reservoir in Little Pine Valley, Iron County, the water from which 
will assist in reclaiming a large tract of fertile land. 

The Sixteenth ward, Salt Lake City, held a reunion of its members, and invited over 
fifty widows and many aged and infirm men and women to the banquet. The exercises 
were under the direction of Bisop Kesler who has presided over that ward for thirty-nine 
years. 

The snowstorm during the latter part of January extended over nearly the whole of the 
Territory. The depth of snow in the valleys varied from one inch to eighteen inches. 
The amount which fell in the mountains is enough to insure sufficient water for next 


season’s farm irrigation. 


